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A Study of the Nong Khaem Community History
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Abstract

The Nong Khaem community is a community that has a history that goes
back over 100 vyears, Starting with the completion of the phasi Charoen canal in
1866. After the building of the Nong Khaem temple in 1870, development of the
community continued until it was elevated to the status as a district in 1902. From
that point, it developed rather rapidly and became a center of trade, boasting four
steam rice mills, arice paper mill, abrick factory and was considered an important
center of trade for the surrounding communities of saladeng, salaya, Bangkae,
Rangbua and Bangbon, etc. However, the rapid development, the change from a
farming community to one of industry and housing and the influx of outsiders caused
a loss of the transferring of local customs and traditions to following generations.
This study of the history of the Nong Khaem community is a collection of the arts
of this community, including - its architecture, paintings, local structures, and
information of the history of the community and its founding, its expansion and
development so that its history will not be forgotten and its cultural resources can
be preserved.

From  this study, it was found that the Nong Khaem community  developed
rapidly from 1902 when it was formally recognized as a district, since itwas an
important center of the rice trade, a center of commerce and it had markets and
shops lining the Phasi Charoen canal as well as a fresh market in front of the Nong
Khaem temple both on land and a floating market. Finally, in 1937, when the
Phetchkasem Road was built, thus providing a more direct route for land transport,
trade in this community began to drop. Many businesses closed, such as the rice
mills, the brick factory and the many shops lining the canal.

Although the Nong Khaem community has developed into an urban community
at present, losing its unique cultural heritage, there still remains some artistic
qualities that deserve preservation. For example the Chapel of the Venerable Priest
Toh, or the OIld Temple, the murals in the chapel, the temple ‘s monastic library
which date back over 100 years, together with local buildings which are in astate of
disrepair. All these should be preserved for future generation, especially the temple
murals and old buildings. Not only that, sincere efforts must be made to manage the
local arts of this community and beautification of the landscape to encourage cultural
tourism in the future.
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