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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study background and historical development, to analyze status, role,
and adaptive paradigm, and the maintaining of Islamic identity under historical context of Muslim
community on the west bank of Chao Phraya river. This historical research was presented in terms of
descriptive analysis.

The findings revealed that the Muslim community on the west bank of Chao Phraya river has
had historical development since Rattanakosin era. With geographical and historical factors, it could be
divided into Sunni and Shi’a, in which mosques were regarded as the center of community. These
Muslims have had the major roles in terms of business, society, culture and public service in
Rattanakosin era. Muslim community is an ethnic group that had the historical context on doing
business with the Westerners, on national reforms, on political revolution, on the greater East Asia war
including on being the Muslim community among Buddhist culture. This context directly and indirectly
affected the Muslim community in the given areas that brought about the adaptive paradigm in order
to maintain the Muslim identity. For example, the land exchange between the Muslim community and
Bangkok Noi’s train station, the founding of Rachakarun school, the political participation of the leader
groups, the relationship with palace, and the creating of social space and identity of Muslim Chao sen
The important thing is the power of strong relationship among the Muslims in community. Also, they
hold the firm belief of Islamic principles, consequently, the Muslim community on the west bank of

Chao Phraya river has been able to maintain their identity

Keywords: Community history, Muslim community
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