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Abstract

This paper aims to study the social landscapes of Bangkok in the early Rattanakosin period. The
data was analyzed from the records of the Westerner who traveled to Bangkok. It was found that the
geography which has enriched the geographical environment was related to the lifestyle of the people.
Bangkokian in the early Rattanakosin period composed with many different ethnics; Siamese, Chinese,
Muslim, Mon, and Lao, etc. Their way of life was bounded with the river. They built houseboat, “houses
on the raft”. Their occupations were fisheries, merchant, and agriculture. According to the condition of
the area that includes of many rivers and canals so the people and the river are combined each other as
one. The Western compared Bangkok as Venice of the East. Furthermore they thought that Siamese was
sluggish and lazy and they considered Bangkok as the Commercial Centers in the East, which considered

as the 'prosperous time' of Rattanakosin period as well.

Keyword: Geosocial, Waterfront lifestyle, Early Rattanakosin period
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