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Abstract

This research aims to study the astrological beliefs of Tai Yai people and their roles in Tai Yai
Buddhism, the influence of astrological beliefs on the construction of Tai Yai-ness, as well as the use of
astrological beliefs in the construction of Maehongson Tai Yai-ness. It is a qualitative research
implementing a historical approach and presented using descriptive analysis.

The result has illustrated that astrological beliefs were part of the traditional beliefs that Tai Yai
people adhered to. Later on, Chinese and Indian astrological beliefs were assimilated and adapted to create
the characteristics that are unique to Tai Yai astrological beliefs. It has also been discovered that Tai Yai
astrological beliefs have developed and integrated into Tai Yai Buddhism. Astrological beliefs have

influenced the way of life of Tai Yai people, and have played a significant role in the construction of the Tai
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Yai identity, in such aspects as Tai Yai people’s perspectives on life, their expectations, and their ways of
dealing with problems. Despite the rapid scientific and technological advances in today’s world, it has been
found that astrological beliefs continue to play an important role in the Tai Yai communities. Moreover, it
has been discovered that the rise and spread of localism in Thailand since 1987 have resulted in astrological
beliefs being used by Tai Yai people in Maehongson in constructing and defining their own Tai Yai-ness. The
creation and presentation of Tai Yai-ness are aimed at such purposes as serving Tai Yai people’s need to
revive their identity, catering to the trend of cultural tourism, as well as responding to the widespread

popularity of astrological beliefs in Thailand.

Keyword: Maehongson taiyainess, Constructing maehongson taiyainess, Astrological beliefs
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