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Abstract

This study aimed to develop mobile application for nature interpretation to encourage visitors to
learn about natural resources in the area. This study introduced mobile application to add a new dimension
for interpretation in natural environment. Khun Dong Nature Trail, located at Wang Nam Khiao Forest Research
and Student Training Station, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, was selected for study area. The processes of this
study comprised of three main parts. The first part, a nature interpretation program was designed based on
recreational resource potential. The second part, interpretative mobile application for nature interpretation was
developed. The third part, the effectiveness of nature interpretation program was investigated based on
guestionnaire survey of 220 samples. According to the behavior of visitors that frequently used smartphone,
video with QR code has been applied for nature interpretation media. A mobile application consisted of three
main functions including 1) location, 2) introduction of Wang Nam Khiao Forestry Research and Student
Training Station, and 3) the details of Khun Dong nature trail. On the part of visitors” satisfaction for application
performance, the majority of users was very satisfied (x = 3.95, SD = 0.65) with the program. For the
effectiveness of nature interpretation program in increasing the knowledge on natural resources and
ecosystem, the study indicated that the interpretation program contributed to respondents’ knowledge. The
average posttest score (x = 9.49, SD = 1.718) was statistically significantly higher than pretest score (x = 6.69,
SD = 1.697) (t = 18.049, P-value = 0.000). For future implication, mobile application development should be

developed for other operating systems such as the iOS.

Keyword: nature trail, interpretative mobile application, Wang Nam Khiao Forestry Research and

Student Training Station
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