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Testing the construct of the low self control theory in juvenile
recidivism in training school and juvenile observation center
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Abstract

Low self-control theory of Gottfredson & Hirschi (1990) has been investigated by
sophisticated researchers. Especially, theoretical testing and low self-control scale were
conducted by Grasmick, Tittle, Bursik, and Arneklev (1993). Many researchers have found
incongruence underlying theoretical structure of low self control constructs. In this paper,
we tested the proposed low self-control models 1) unidimensional model 2) multidimensional
5-factor model 3) multidimensional 6-factor model and 4) second-order 6-factor model.
Furthermore, we tested the model by using polychoric correlation and weighted least square
(WLS) method instead of traditional technique (Pearson correlation and maximum likelihood
(ML) method). Finding indicated that low self-control was defined as multi-dimensional and
supported Gottfredson and Hirschi’s propositions. In addition, the WLS method, using the
asymptotic covariance is more advantage in explaining the proposed models.

Key words: low self-control- theory; uni-multi dimensional model; second-order factory
analysis; polychoric correlation
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