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A STUDY OF WORSHIPPING WORDS IN LANNA CULTURAL AND
CEREMONIAL ACTIVITIES WHICH EFFECT WAYS OF LIFE OF THE
RESIDENTS IN CHIANGRAI PROVINCE
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Abstract

An investigation of worshipping words in Lanna traditions and ceremonies which affect people’s
ways of life in Chiangrai Province aimed to examine the worshipping words in their contexts, types,
values, styles, beliefs and the relationship between the worshipping words and the ways of life of
Chiangrai residents. The targeted group for the study included the ceremonial activity leaders in the four
districts of Chiangrai Province: Muang District, Mae Suay District, Mae Lao District, and Wieng Chai
District. 3 informants were drawn as the representatives of the districts and they were totally 12 people
selected through purposive random sampling. The data were collected by qualitative methods and the
analysis was conducted through descriptive analysis. The results of the study are as follows.

1. The role of the worshipping words in Lanna traditions and ceremonies of Chiangrai Province
on the history of the worshipping words appeared that the worshipping ceremonies have been
transferred from generations to generations and they have become the community traditions of Chiangrai
Province till present. On the worshipping word meanings, it illustrated that the words were the verses
used to chant and preach following the original rhythms created by Lanna traditions and ceremonies. Or
they are probably the words used to sacredly invite the respectful spirits to perceive and witness the
traditional and ceremonial activities and the worshippers organized these activities to show their respect
towards the sacred things and to make them achieve their goals and intention. On the importance of the
worshipping ceremonies, it appeared that they were influential towards Chiangrai people ways of life.
They were the cultural activities which created peace and harmony among the local residents. They also
blessed the luck, harmony, and moral support for the worshippers. On the areas where the worshipping
ceremonies were managed, it was found that the 4 districts had different geographical features, living
states, and ways of life. Most of the residents in these areas still kept the ceremonies with them and
continued practicing the worshipping activities in different areas.

2. On the types of worshipping words in Lanna traditions and ceremonies in Chiangrai Province,
it appeared that there were found 2 types of Lanna worshipping words. The first type is the worshipping
words on complementing the monarchs and important people who have provided graces to the
communities and people of the country. The second type is worshipping ceremony which is conducted to

show the worshipper’s appreciation and respect to the sacred things and supernatural phenomena.

Key words: worshipping words, Lanna traditions and ceremonies, the relationship with ways of life
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